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Manholes By Andrew Medrano, Ph.D. It's a common problem. We are trudging home from work.

We're tired but we don't want to stop. Our feet are sore so we put them down and look at the depth
gauge that I have in my pocket. Every once in a while I have to bend over so I can make sure that

I'm not about to fall into a deep hole. It wouldn't be so bad if I had at least a little warning. But when
the music stops and a sound like a metal drum roll strikes my ears I feel my knees quiver. After that,

any time I hear that sound I start looking for a hole. Trouble is, unless I look very carefully, I will
usually miss it. Fortunately, on one occasion, I did notice the hole before I fell into it. However, my
last moments were those of the sort that you wish you could quickly rewind and replace with the
safety of a tumble in bed. What on earth was this sound? No, not some demonic manifestation. It

was our friendly little town going to hell in a hand basket. Yes, our courtyards and streets and alleys
were being rocked. It was a natural phenomenon, but it became a monster of the moment. The first
time it happened was November 3rd, 1956. I was going to check the manhole covers before heading
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